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Kharif area almost tops 1,000 lakh hectares
Total acreage lower than last year by
nearly 2%; area under cotton declines
OUR BUREAU
New Delhi, August 13

The area under kharif crops
almost topped 1,000 lakh hec
tares (lh), a tad lower than the
area covered in the same
period a year ago, according
to data released by Agricul
ture Ministry on Friday.
Data showed that 997 lh
have been covered till now,
which is lower by a little less
than 2 per cent compared
with last year when 1,015 lh
had been covered at the same
point of time.This is farm
more signiﬁcant in the light
of the fact that the kharif acre
age was lower by over 12 per
cent at the start of July com
pared with last year.
This year, kharif sowing was
aﬀected by a “break” in mon
soon from June 23 till mid

planted on only 116 lh against
125 lh in the same period year
ago.

July. Since then, monsoon has
got reactivated but its pro
gress has been slack over the
last week or so. Yet, kharf sow
ing has made progress with
the acreage trailing by two
per cent last week and eight
per cent the week before.
Rice area almost same
While the rice sown area was
over 349 lh, similar to 351.5 lh
in the same period a year ago,
the area under pulses is al
most two per cent more than
the same period a year ago,
thanks to a pickup in the area
under arhar that has gone up
by 3.77 per cent to 47 lh. Oil
seeds area, on the other hand,
is down by nearly three per
cent to over 180 lh with both
soyabean and groundnut cov
erage being lower compared

with same period a year ago.
Pulses have gained in view
of the higher retail prices,
with farmers in Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh and Maha
rashtra going for it.
The area under cotton was
expected to increase in view
of the good prices farmer
fetched last year. But the
hopes have been dashed as

cottonseed
prices
ruled
higher and the monsoon
“break” aﬀecting sowing in
Gujarat. Similarly, oilseeds
sowing has also been hit by
high seed prices and the er
ratic monsoon.
The area under cotton is 7.5
per cent lower than the cor
responding period a year ago.
Till now, cotton has been

Activists oppose Centre’s decision
to allow GM soyameal imports
‘First batch of
shipments may
arrive this month'

is something that the FSSAI
has to regulate,” it argued.

KV KURMANATH
Hyderabad, August 13

AntiGMO (genetically modi
ﬁed organisms) activists
have strongly opposed the
Centre’s decision to allow
the import of GM soyameal
into the country.
“What the Union Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and Genetic
Engineering Appraisal Com
mittee
have
reportedly
stated is highly objection
able and legally untenable,”
the coalition for a GMFree
India has said.
Quoting an oﬃcial letter,
the BusinessLine reported on
Thursday that the govern
ment had allowed the AllIn
dia Poultry Breeders’ Associ
ation to import 1.5 million
tonnes of GM soyameal to
help it tide over the feed
crisis in the industry.
Domestic soya prices have

The government contended that both the Ministry of Forest and
Climate Change and FSSAI had not objected to the decision

crossed the ₹1 lakhatonne
mark, sharply increasing the
cost of production.
FSSAI views
The government contended
that both the Ministry of
Forest and Climate Change
and FSSAI (Food Safety Stand
ards Authority of India) had
not objected to the decision.
While the GEAC found no
live seed involved (hence, no
objection to importing the
GM products), the FSSAI re
portedly said since it was not
food (consumed by human
beings), it had no purview
over the issue.

AntiGMO activists have
taken strong objection, say
ing that the Environmental
Protection Act, 1989, rules
were not just about GMOs
(organisms), but also about
products and substances
thereof.
“Where is the safety assess
ment of this feed, who ap
plied for this with the regu
latory body and on what
basis was GEAC saying what
it did,” the coalition asked.
“Even the Food Safety Au
thority cannot say that they
will not regulate feed, since
anything that enters the
food chain that is hazardous,

Skyrocketing feed costs
Battered by two waves of
Covid19, the poultry in
dustry is now faced with
skyrocketing feed prices,
which constitute about 80
per cent of all the cost of
production.
Soyameal
constitutes
about 25 per cent of the feed
needs, while corn contrib
utes about 50 per cent.
Unable to bear it any
longer, the breeders’ associ
ation wrote to the Ministry
of Animal Husbandry, seek
ing permission to import the
GM soyameal, abundantly
available in countries such
as the US, Brazil and
Argentina.
“If you have to import non
GM soyameal, you have only
Ukraine to depend on. But
you have plenty of supplies,
if they allow us to import GM
soyameal. We are anticipat
ing the ﬁrst batches of the
produce later this month,”
an industry executive said.

Maize acreage up
Even though maize area is up
by 2.26 per cent to nearly 79
lh, a decline in the planting of
other major kharif coarse cer
eals such as jower and bajra
pulled down the total area to
163 lh, which is 4 lh lower than
167 lh planted last year.
Maize area gained mainly
on its prices rising of late due
to demand for feed in and out
side the country. Also, at one
point of time last month its
prices were higher than
wheat.
Meanwhile, water storage
in 130 reservoirs this week,
monitored by the Central Wa
ter Commission, was 103.52
billion cubic metres (BCM)
compared with 92.18 BCM in
the corresponding week a
year ago.

Pandemic, HTBt
seeds hit Kaveri
Seeds sales, PAT
OUR BUREAU

Fiji hires Indian start-up to provide
weather risk management services
The IIT-Kanpur
incubated
company won
the job under a
UNCDF programme
M RAMESH
Chennai, August 13

Fiji has hired an Indian start
up to provide weatherrelated
risk mitigation services. Gur
gaonbased Weather Risk
Management Services Pvt Ltd
will develop a ‘parametric in
surance’ model for mitigating
weather risks, mainly cyclone
risks.
‘Parametric
insurance’
means that if a weather event
happens, the insured will get
money from the insurance
company based on certain
parameters, such as wind
speeds and intensity of (say)
cyclone.
Weather Risk Management
Services (WRMS), an IITKan
pur incubated company, won
the job under a program of
the United Nations Capital De
velopment Fund (UNCDF), the
company’s CoFounder and

Director, Anuj Kumbhat, told
Business Line on Wednesday.
The service is to be formally
launched in Fiji on August 24.
Programme objective
The objective of the program
is to improve the ﬁnancial
preparedness of Fiji against
climate change and natural
disasters, leveraging India’s
experience in providing such
services.
Incepted in 2004, WRMS
has so far serviced 2.5 million
farmers, mostly in India,
some of them as small as
holders of half an acre of land,
he said.
The ₹30crore company
manufactures and installs
sensors to monitor a variety
of parameters ranging from
soil moisture to pests, and
also uses satellite data to warn

of vagaries of weather. Im
portantly, it also provides
yield guarantee to farmers.
To illustrate the company’s
operations, Kumbhat gave the
example of potato farmers in
West Bengal who had contrac
ted to supply to Pepsico. Pep
sico’s oﬀtake depended upon
certain quality standards,
such as moisture and sugar
content, size, shape and col
our, which called for addi
tional expenditure.
Pepsico would pay a
premium for the produce, but
still the farmers had to take a
risk in terms of yields not be
ing up to the mark. WRMS
stepped in with its ‘package of
practices’ including mechan
ization and guaranteed yield,
for a fee.
If the farmers followed the
package of practices and yet
the yield did not pass muster,
WRMS paid them a compensa
tion.
Kumbhat said that the com
pany had oﬀered such ser
vices to cotton and tomato
farmers in Haryana, paddy
farmers in Maharashtra and
chillies farmers in Andhra
Pradesh.

Hyderabad, August 13

Kaveri Seeds has reported a
decline in net sales and proﬁt
in the ﬁrst quarter ended June
30, 2021, dragged by lower
volumes and revenues in the
cottonseed segment.
While the pandemic had
disrupted the supplychain
network, steep increase in
herbicide tolerant Bt cotton
seed contributed to lower
volumes in the cottonseed
segment.
The ﬁrm reported net sales
of ₹629.78 crore in the
quarter against ₹719.48 crore
in the comparable quarter
last year, a decline of 12.47 per
cent.
The net proﬁt declined to
₹204.73 crore in the quarter
as against ₹296.41 crore in the
comparable quarter last year,
showing a decline of 31 per
cent.
“The volumes and revenues
in the cotton segment are
down by about 28 per cent.
Though we gained in the cot
tonseed market, we were im
pacted in Andhra Pradesh, Tel
angana and Karnataka,” the
company
has
said
in
statement.

Crude oil extends losses as Delta variant slows demand
REUTERS
Tokyo/Singapore, August 13

Oil prices fell for a second
day on Friday after the In
ternational Energy Agency
warned
that
demand
growth for crude and its
products
had
slowed

sharply as surging Covid19
cases worldwide forced gov
ernments to revive move
ment restrictions.
Brent crude was down 58
cents, or 0.8 per cent, at
$70.73 a barrel by 0630
GMT, after dropping 13

cents in the previous ses
sion. US crude was oﬀ by 65
cents, or 0.9 per cent, at
$68.44 a barrel, having
fallen 0.2 per cent on
Thursday.
The benchmarks are little
changed this week.

Kerala HC stays DGFT notification
‘Brisk demand’ from mills
suspending cashew export body powers to lift cotton offtake: CAI
DGFT had delegated
authority to APEDA
OUR BUREAU
Kochi, August 13

The Kerala High Court stayed
for three weeks the Director
ate General of Foreign Trade’s
(DGFT) notiﬁcation author
ising the Agricultural & Pro
cessed Food Products Export
Development
Authority
(APEDA) to issue registration
cummembership certiﬁcates
(RCMC) to cashew exporters.
The court passed the order
on a writ petition ﬁled by
Cashew Export Promotion
Council of India (CEPCI)
which challenged the DGFT
notiﬁcation by submitting
that it is beyond the power of

the authorities.
Counter affidavit
The court asked the Union
government to ﬁle a counter
aﬃdavit within three weeks
as counsel appearing for the
respondents prayed for a
shorter time to ﬁle the aﬃ
davit. The court posted the
case for further hearing on
August 26.
It may be recalled that the
DGFT had suspended the

powers of CEPCI to issue
RCMC, and designated APEDA
to issue such certiﬁcates.
RCMC helps in exportrelated
works and availing duty bene
ﬁts under foreign trade
policy. Cashew exporters
pointed out the DGFT de
cision to suspend the RCMC
would curtail the activities of
CEPCI that functions with its
own fund sourced from mem
berships and trade contribu
tion.
It is also alleged that the
Council was kept in the dark
when the DGFT took the de
cision which was made
without giving any notice.
“With the suspension of
power, the ﬁnancial stability
of the council will be in
trouble,” it said.

Nationwide census on rubber to prepare
comprehensive database begins
Rubber Board to
use mobile
application to
implement project
V.SAJEEV KUMAR
Kochi, August 13

The Rubber Board started a
nationwide census on rub
ber to prepare a comprehens
ive data base on rubber
plantations and rubber
growers.
The Board has launched
the programme at Pala in
Kottayam district which
comes under the service area
of Thodanal Rubber Produ
cers’ Society.
Census’ objectives
According to Rubber Board
oﬃcials, the objective of the
census is to gather details of
the rubber area including
CM
YK

India’s rubber plantation sector
is dominated by smallholders
who cover 92% of the production

total planted area, immature
area, mature area, tapping
area, the number of trees,
year of planting, clones, tap
ping system and the rain
guarding status of the hold
ings. The census also collects
details of the tappers and the
crop processing methods.
The generation of a data
base and periodical updating
is essential for the formula
tion of detailed mission
mode schemes for improving

natural rubber production in
the country. The census is be
ing carried out by a mobile
application, ‘RUBAC’, de
veloped by the Rubber Board
in association with the In
dian Institute of Information
Technology and Manage
ment, with the active parti
cipation of rubber produ
cer’s societies.
Small is big
The Indian rubber plantation
sector is dominated by small
holders who account for 92
per cent of the production
and 91 per cent of the planted
area in the country. The sec
tor has 1.32 million small rub
ber growers, and their
planted area comes to
around 8.2 lakh hectares. The
Board plans to conduct the
database generation of rub
ber holdings with the help of
extension oﬃcers.

USDA sees cotton
yielding area to
lentils, pulses and
soyabean this year
OUR BUREAU
Ahmedabad, August 13

India's cotton consumption
for the year 202021 is likely to
remain ﬁrm as traders body
Cotton Association of India
(CAI) sees brisk demand com
ing up from the millers.
In its July estimates, the
Cotton Association of India
(CAI) has projected cotton
consumption to be higher by
5 lakh bales to 330 lakh bales
(each of 170 kg) for the year
202021.
The Crop Committee of the
CAI has made this revision
considering the brisk de
mand for cotton yarn despite
disruptions caused on ac
count of the lockdown imple
mented to arrest the second
wave of Covid19 pandemic, it
said after the committee's
meeting on August 11.
Cotton output estimate
On the production side, CAI
has reduced the cotton out
put estimate for the year
202021 to 354.5 lakh bales as
against the previous estimate
of 356 lakh bales. Imports are
likely to be at 10 lakh bales,
but the exports are likely to
rise by 5 lakh bales to 77 lakh
bales, “based on the input re
ceived from exportermem
bers,” CAI noted.
The arrivals between Octo
ber 2020 to July 2021 are es
timated at 348.61 lakh bales
compared with the projected
output of 354.5 lakh bales.
Shift in crop pattern
Meanwhile, the US Depart
ment of Agriculture (USDA)
has noted a shift in crop pat
tern for the current kharif
season.

It noted that Cotton area in
Gujarat "is making way for in
creased plantings of lentils
and soyabeans. Similarly, Ma
harashtra is seeing expanded
plantings of soyabeans, sugar,
and pulses (especially urad/
black gram). However, in
Karnataka and Odisha the cot
ton planting is replacing
paddy rice acreage.
In its forecast for the year
202122, USDA estimated cot
ton output at 29 million US
bales (363.66 lakh Indian
bales of 170 kg each ) on an
area of 12.9 million hectares.
"Kharif cotton planting is
now underway in central and
southern India as the two
week monsoon delay has
been followed by intense
rains across the major cotton
producing states," the report
said.
“With market arrivals slow
ing, seed cotton prices are
rising. Mill consumption is
good at 25.5 million bales
(320 lakh Indian bales)
buoyed by strong export or
ders, and the recent govern
ment announcement of a
threeyear extension of the
Rebate of State and Central
taxes and Levies (ROSCTL)
scheme for the export of ap
parel/garments and made
ups,” added the report, which
was released on August 6,
2021.
Challenge for farmers
Crop condition would remain
a challenge for the farmers as
the season progresses. In
northern states of Punjab and
Rajasthan, the cotton crop is
in its ﬂowering/vegetative
stage.
"Farmers are being advised
to keep cotton ﬁelds free from
weeds. They are told to mon
itor for whiteﬂy infestation,
since conditions are favour
able for whiteﬂy as well as for
green teal and thrips infesta
tion," the USDA report noted.
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Notice is hereby given that the 29th AGM (Annual General Meeting) of the Company is
scheduled to be held on 08th September, 2021, Wednesday at 02.00 p.m. through Video
Conference or Other Audio-Visual Means (OAVM). In compliance with general circular
dated January, 13 2021 read with circulars dated April 8, 2020, April, 13 2020 and May 5,
2020 and all other applicable laws and circulars issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA), Government of India and Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), to
transact the Ordinary and Special businesses as set out in the Notice.
As per aforesaid circulars, the Notice of AGM along with the Annual Report for FY 20202021 has to be sent only by electronic mode to those Members whose E-mail Id are already
registered with the Company/ Depositaries. The Company is also providing e-voting and
remote e-voting facility to all its Members similar to earlier practices.
If your email ID is already registered with the Company/ Depositary, Notice of AGM along
with annual report for FY 2020-2021 and login details for e-voting shall be sent to your
registered email address. In case you have not registered your email ID with the Company/
Depositary, please follow below instructions to register your email ID for obtaining annual
report for FY 2020-2021 and login details for e-voting.
Physical Send a signed request to Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of the
Holding Company, MAS Services Limited at info@masserv.com providing Folio
number, Name of the shareholder, scanned copy of the share certiﬁcate
(Front and Back), PAN (self-attested scanned copy of PAN Card), AADHAR
(self-attested scanned copy ofAadhar Card) for registering email address.
Please send your bank detail with original cancelled cheque to our RTA (i.e.
MAS Services Limited, T-34, 2nd Floor, Okhla Industrial Area, Phase-II, New
Delhi 100020 alongwith letter mentioning folio no. if not registered already.)
PLEASE UPDATE THE SAME ON OR BEFORE 01/09/2021.
Demat
Holding

Please contact your Depositary Participant (DP) and register your email
address as per the process advised by DP.
Please also update your bank detail with your DP for dividend payment by
NACH if declare by company.
PLEASE UPDATE THE SAME ON OR BEFORE 01/09/2021.

The Notice of AGM and Annual Report for FY 2020-2021 will also be available on
Company's website at www.kei-ind.com and also on the Stock Exchanges websites at
www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com Members attending the meeting through VC/
OAVM shall be counted for the purpose of Quorum under Section 103 of the Companies
Act, 2013.
For KEI Industries Limited
Sd/Place: Delhi
(Kishore Kunal)
Date: 13.08.2021
AVP (Corporate Finance) & Company Secretary
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¨§¨ûX A±dûLûVl ×\dL¦jÕ A§ØL ùY°SPl×
ùNuû], BL. 13: §ØL AW£u ¨§¨ûX
A±dûLûVl ×\dL¦jÕ úTWûY«p
CÚkÕ G§odLh£j RûXYo GPlTô¥ TZ
²Nôª RûXûU«p A§ØL Eßl©]oLs
ùYs°d¡ZûU ùY°SPl× ùNnR]o.
§ØL AWÑ ùTôßlúTt\ ©\Ï ØRp ¨§
¨ûX A±dûL áhPjùRôPo LûXYô
Qo AWe¡p ùYs°d¡ZûU ùRôPe¡
VÕ. úTWûYd áhPm LôûX 10 U¦dÏj
ùRôPe¡VÕm úTWûYj RûXYo AlTôÜ
¨§VûUfNo TZ²úYp §VôLWô_û] ¨§
¨ûX A±dûLûV RôdLp ùNnÙUôß á±
]ôo.
AlúTôÕ G§odLh£j RûXYo GPl
Tô¥ TZ²Nôª GÝkÕ úTÑYRtÏ ØtTh
Pôo. ARtÏ úTWûYj RûXYo AàU§ RW
®pûX. J#ùTÚd¡Ùm AYÚdÏd ùLôÓd
LlTP®pûX. AûR Á± TZ²Nôª úT£d
ùLôi¥ÚkRôo. A§ØL Eßl©]oLs
GÝkÕ TZ²Nôª úTÑYRtÏ AàU§dL
úYiÓm Guß ÏWp ùLôÓjR]o.
CR]ôp, AûY áfNp ÏZlTUôL CÚk
RÕ. úTWûYj RûXYo AlTôÜ Ïßd¡hÓ,
A§ØL Eßl©]oLs Aû]YÚm AûU§
VôL CÚdûL«p AUW úYiÓm. ØRpØ
RXôL Lô¡Rm CpXôR ¨§¨ûX A±dûL
RôdLp ùNnVlTÓ¡\Õ. AR]ôp, AûU§
VôL CÚeLs. §eLs¡ZûU ®Yô§lTRtÏ
Yônl× A°dLlTÓm Gu\ôo.

NhPlúTWûY«p ùYs°d¡ZûU ùY°SPl× ùNnR A§ØL®]o.

B]ôp, A§ØL Eßl©]oLs ùRôPokÕ
Yônl× A°dÏUôß ÏWp GÝl©]o. úTW
ûYj RûXYo AYo Ø¥®p Eß§VôL CÚk
Rôo.
AûRj ùRôPokÕ G§odLh£j RûXYo
GPlTô¥ TZ²Nôª RûXûU«p Øu]ôs
ØRpYo K.TuÉoùNpYm EsTP A§ØL
Eßl©]o ùY°SPl× ùNnR]o.
©u]o ùNn§Vô[oL°Pm GPlTô¥ TZ
²Nôª á±VÕ:
NhPlúTWûYj úRoR#u úTôÕ §ØL
505}dÏm úUtThP YôdÏß§Lû[d
ùLôÓjÕ Bh£dÏ YkRÕ. Bh£ ùTôßl

úTt\ÕPu ¿h úRoûY WjÕ ùNnÕ ØRp
ûLùVÝj§ÓúYôm Guß Ø.L.vPô#u
á±]ôo.
B]ôp, Bh£dÏ YkÕ 100 SôsLs B¡
Ùm Cuàm CkRl ©Wfû]dÏj ¾oÜ LôQ
®pûX. ¿h úRo®#ÚkÕ ®XdÏ ¡ûPd
Ïm YûW«p UôQYoLs SuÏ T¥jÕ RVô
WôL úYiÓm Guß GûRÙm ùR°ÜTÓjRô
Up ÏZlTjûR HtTÓj§Ùs[]o. CRû]d
Li¥jÕ ùY°SPl× ùNnÕsú[ôm. ¨§
¨ûX A±dûL Ï±jR ùYsû[ A±dûL
Gu\ ùTV¬p ùYtß A±dûLûV ùY°
«hÓs[]o.

AW£Vp Lôrl×Qof£ LôWQUôL A§Ø
LûYf úNokR Øu]ôs AûUfNoLs, ¨oYô
¡L°u ÅÓL°p XgN J¯l×j Õû\«]o
úNôRû] SPjÕ¡u\]o. CÕ Li¥dLjRd
LÕ. CkRf úNôRû]Ls êXm Es[ôh£j
úRoR#p A§ØL®]o úYLjÕdÏj RûP
úTôhÓ®PXôm G] §ØL L]Ü Lôi¡\Õ.
AÕ T#dLôÕ. §ØL AW£u ùTôn YZdÏL
û[d LiÓ AgN UôhúPôm. NhPlT¥
G§oùLôsúYôm.
§ØL Bh£dÏ YkÕ GûRÙm Nô§dL
®pûX, ùYsû[ A±dûL ùY°«hÓs
[]o. ClúTôÕ ¨§¨ûX A±dûL RôdLp
ùNnÕs[]o. A§ØL Bh£«p ùLôiÓ
YWlThP §hPeLÞdÏ A¥dLp Sôh¥
Ùs[]o. GeLs §hPeLû[úV ùNVp
TÓj§Ùs[]o. ×§V §hPeLs GûRÙm
§ØL ùLôiÓYW®pûX Gu\ôo.
A§ØL Gm.Gp.H.dLs áhPm: WôVl
úThûP«p Es[ A§ØL RûXûU AÛ
YXLj§p Ad Lh£«u Gm.Gp.H.dLs
áhPm ùYs°d¡ZûU UôûX SûPùTt
\Õ. G§odLh£j RûXYo GPlTô¥ TZ²
Nôª, A§ØL JÚe¡ûQlTô[o K.TuÉo
ùNpYm áhPjÕdÏj RûXûU Y¡jR]o.
NhPlúTWûY«p GqYôß ùNVpTÓYÕ
GuTÕ Ï±jÕ Gm.Gp.H.dLÞdÏ K. Tu
ÉoùNpYm, GPlTô¥ TZ²Nôª B¡úVôo
A±ÜûW YZe¡]o.

300 ÑtßXôj RXeLs úUmTÓjRlTÓm
ùNuû], BL. 13: ÑtßXô ùTÚk§hPj§u¸r 300 Ñt
ßXô RXeLs úUmTÓjRlTÓm. Lu²VôÏU¬ Utßm ém×
Lô¬p Es[ §ÚYsÞYo £ûXdLô] YN§Ls úUmTÓjRl
ThÓ, AYt±u TZmùTÚûU ÁhùPÓdLlTÓm.
ÑtßXôjÕû\dÏ CkR ¨§¨ûX A±dûL«p ì.187.59
úLô¥ JÕdLlThÓs[Õ.

